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Blast from the Past: Art of the 1960s
DATES:



January 9 through March 19, 2006
OPENING RECEPTION:

Sunday, January 15, 2006, 2 to 5 p.m.

LOCATION:


Kresge Art Museum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI

Blast from the Past: Art of the 1960s
Kresge Art Museum, MSU


EAST LANSING, MI – Kresge Art Museum presents Blast from the Past: Art of the 1960s, supported by the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs and MSU Federal Credit Union.  On view from January 9 through March 19, 2006, this exhibition is comprised of over 50 paintings and works on paper from Kresge Art Museum’s permanent collection.   Works by Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein, Robert Motherwell, Elaine and Willem de Kooning, Alex Katz, Ellsworth Kelly, Jasper Johns, Robert Rauschenberg, Kenneth Noland, and Jules Olitski, among others will be on view.  Blast from the Past will feature art from leading art movements such as Abstract Expressionism, Figurative Expressionism, Geometric Abstraction, Color Field painting, Pop art, and Op art.  
In this large exhibition culled from the museum’s holdings, Kresge Art Museum returns to the roots of its collection, which began in 1959 and has important examples of all of the era’s stylistic variety.  Pop art dominates with twelve examples by Marisol, Jim Dine, Claes Oldenburg, and others, who broke with the past and incorporated popular culture.  Ten works are carryovers from Abstract Expressionism whose practitioners continued on for decades.  Op art is represented by a few artists including Bridget Riley, one of its stars.  Alexander Calder, the exhibition’s lone sculptor, Fairfield Porter, and Mary Frank were included to remind of traditions that continue no matter what is in fashion.
“The 1960s is hot right now,” says exhibition curator April Kingsley.  “The generation that came of age at that time is retiring and looking back.  It’s an era that is remembered fondly, unlike the 50s and 70s, because people think of it as a good time.”  Blast from the Past is important to see because it goes beyond Andy Warhol to reveal the richness and diversity of artistic offerings, proving that there was much more than just Pop art that developed in the 1960s.  “The interest in expressionist painting was still going strong and transformed in the 60s,” says Kingsley.  “There was a plethora of movements tumbling out putting American art on the map.”

A diverse menu of multi-disciplinary public programs will explore the art and culture of the 1960s including a book discussion with Pauline Adams, a poetry reading by famed ‘60s poet Diane Wakoski, lectures by contemporary art scholars including Dr. Irving Sandler, gallery walks, and much more.  A free family activity series is scheduled from January through March., and a free kids’ guide designed to help kids and parents tour the exhibit together will also be available at the museum.  A website for the exhibition is available online at www.artmuseum.msu.edu.  
Kresge Art Museum is located in East Lansing, MI, on the first floor of the Kresge Art Center at the intersection of Physics and Auditorium Roads between the Alumni Chapel and the MSU Auditorium on the campus of Michigan State University. Museum hours are Monday through Friday, 10 to 5 p.m., Thursday until 8 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. For additional information, call (517) 355-7631 or visit www.artmuseum.msu.edu.                                              
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