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LOCAL COMMUNITY CHALLENGED TO MATCH FOUNDATION GRANT TO MSU ART MUSEUM 

EAST LANSING, Mich. – The Lansing-based Capital Region Community Foundation (CRCF) has awarded a $25,000 challenge grant to Michigan State University’s Kresge Art Museum to support the museum’s renovation and expansion.

The foundation will donate $1 for every $2 raised by the museum from mid-Michigan donors, up to $25,000, in connection with the Campaign for a Better Art Museum – meaning that the total impact of the grant could be as much as $75,000. 
“We are pleased to support MSU’s art museum through this grant,” said CRCF President Dennis Fliehman. “The expansion project will provide our community with a state-of-the-art facility that will showcase the museum’s outstanding collections and serve as an educational center for programs and events. Our grant committees were impressed by the overall impact the project will have on the community’s cultural environment, as well as the way that our dollars will be leveraged by serving as a source of matching funds.” 

“This grant validates the fact that, in line with MSU’s land-grant tradition, Kresge Art Museum serves not just the campus but the entire community,” said Susan J. Bandes, museum director. “This support from the CRCF is very heartening and a needed catalyst to continue the Campaign’s momentum.” 

Kresge Art Museum has contributed to the vitality of the mid-Michigan community since 1959 and is the region’s only accredited art museum. With nearly 7,000 works of art in its permanent collection, the museum annually attracts more than 25,000 visitors.  

Despite its significant collection and busy calendar of exhibitions and programs, the museum is severely hampered by the physical and aesthetic limitations of its aging facility. With monies raised during the Campaign for a Better Art Museum – a $17 million renovation and expansion project approved by the university’s Board of Trustees in 2003—the museum will increase in size from 10,000 to 42,000 square feet. 

A preliminary design by architects Hammel Green & Abrahamson of Minneapolis envisions an art museum that is more visible, inviting, and accommodating to visitors. Exhibition space will double, allowing for a greater portion of the museum’s strong holdings in modern and contemporary art to be on display and enabling the museum to host major traveling exhibitions. Additional space for the education program as well as a Grand Lobby for events and receptions will be provided. 

Museum leaders hope to complete fundraising by 2007 so that construction can be finished in time for the museum’s 50th anniversary in 2009. 

The Capital Region Community Foundation is a Michigan public charity that serves Eaton, Clinton and Ingham counties. Its mission is to enhance the quality of life in mid-Michigan by seeking out donors willing to build permanent endowments that can be used to meet the changing needs and interests of the community. Last year it awarded 504 grants totaling $1,951,398. 

For more information on MSU’s art museum, visit www.artmuseum.msu.edu. To make a donation to the Campaign for a Better Art Museum, call (517) 353-4725 or visit www.givingto.msu.edu.  

For more information on the Capital Region Community Foundation, visit www.crcfoundation.org or call (517) 272-2870.
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