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     Contact:        Heather Winfield, Events and PR Coordinator

*** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

  
    (517) 353-9834, hbwin@msu.edu

PROGRAM:

Symposium on Thirties America: Images and Ideas 
DATES:


Friday and Saturday, September 23 – 24, 2005 (free and open to the public)
LOCATION:

Various Locations on MSU Campus
Thirties America: Images and Ideas
EAST LANSING, MICH. --- Kresge Art Museum is pleased to announce the presentation of Thirties America: Images and Ideas, a symposium in conjunction with Luke Swank: Modernist Photographer, the retrospective exhibition of the photography of Luke Swank currently on view at Kresge Art Museum through October 16, 2005. 

The symposium will take place Friday and Saturday, September 23 and 24, at various locations across the Michigan State University campus and will feature lectures, gallery walks, radio theatre, and writings from Anita Skeen’s Writers’ Workshop.  Focusing on photography, literature and music of the 1930s, this interdisciplinary symposium is supported by American Studies, the Colleges of Social Science, Arts and Letters, Communication Arts and Sciences, Kresge Art Museum, School of Journalism, with additional support from the Departments of History, ROIAL, Art and Art History, MATRIX, MSU Museum, School of Labor and Industrial Relations, and “Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives” (a cooperative program of the MSU Museum and the School of Labor and Industrial Relations).
As an “Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives” presentation, Howard Bossen, Curator of Luke Swank: Modernist Photographer and MSU Professor of Journalism, will present a lecture entitled, Behind the Big Top: Luke Swank’s Photographs of the Working Circus.  Professor Bossen will explore Luke Swank’s photographs of circus life that reveal a behind-the-scenes perspective of daily life and routine of circus performers and workers.
Keynote speaker, Alan Trachtenberg (the Neil Gray, Jr. Professor Emeritus of English and Professor Emeritus of American Studies, Yale University), will present Signifying the Real: Social Photography in the 1930s.  This lecture will focus on photographers such as Walker Evans and Dorothea Lange, who documented 1930s America and used photography as a tool for social change while working for the Farm Security Administration.
Additional programming includes a lecture by Katherine Ware (Curator of Photographs, Philadelphia Museum of Art) and Alan Wald (Professor of English and American Culture, University of Michigan State University), as well as a WPA campus walking tour, a radio theatre performance of You Can’t Take It With You and readings from the Writers’ Workshop, in which students and general public used the images of the Luke Swank exhibit as inspiration for creative writing. 

Bring your own lunch or purchase a box lunch in advance by contacting the Kresge Art Museum by September 21st.  For additional information, visit www.artmuseum.msu.edu or call (517) 353-9834.
Symposium Schedule
Symposium on Thirties America: Images and Ideas

Dates: 
Friday and Saturday, September 23 and 24, 2005

Times:
See Below

Place: 
Various Locations on MSU Campus (See Below)

Friday, September 23

· 12:15 – 1:30 p.m., Kresge Art Center, Room 108

Behind the Big Top: Luke Swank’s Photographs of the Working Circus

Speaker: Howard Bossen, Exhibition Curator

An “Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives” Brown Bag Presentation (a cooperative program of the MSU Museum and the School of Labor and Industrial Relations.

Pre-paid box lunches are available or bring your own.

· 1:45 – 2:15 p.m., Kresge Art Museum

Gallery Walk with Howard Bossen, Exhibition Curator, Luke Swank: Modernist Photographer 

· 2:30 – 3:30 p.m., Kresge Art Museum

Reading of works from the Writers’ Workshop

· 4:00 p.m., MSU College of Law, Room 471

Signifying the Real: Social Photography in the 1930s

Keynote Speaker: Alan Trachtenberg, Neil Gray Jr. Professor Emeritus of English and Professor of American Studies, Yale University

· 7:30 p.m., MSU Arena Theatre

Radio Theater: You Can’t Take It With You
Presented by MSU’s Department of Theatre

Saturday, September 24

· 9:30 – 10:00 a.m., MSU College of Law, Room 471

Coffee

· 10:00 a.m. – noon, 
Introduction, John Beck, Labor and Industrial Relations Department, MSU

The Radical 30s: Image and Idea

Alan Wald, Professor of English and American Culture, University of Michigan State University

Rhapsody in Black-and-White: Julien Levy and American Photography

Katherine Ware, Curator of Photographs, Philadelphia Museum of Art

Panel and Audience Discussion

· 12:15 – 1:30 p.m.

Lunch, Prepaid box lunches are available or bring your own.

1930s piano jazz performed by the Sandy Izenson
Comments by David Stowe, Director, Program in American Studies, MSU

· 1:30 p.m. 

Gallery Walk with Howard Bossen, Exhibition Curator, Luke Swank: Modernist Photographer

-OR-

New Deal Art and Architecture Walking Tour on MSU’s campus with Kresge Art Museum staff
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