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— Celebrating art and 
culture in our daily lives
      
MUSEUMS AT MSU MARK OCTOBER 2006 
AS ARTS AND HUMANITIES MONTH

EAST LANSING, MI ––  The museums of Michigan State University, along with cultural institutions nationwide, invite visitors near and far to come experience and enjoy National Arts and Humanities Month this October.

National Arts and Humanities Month was started in 1985 by Americans for the Arts, Washington, D.C., as a way to promote the arts for all people.  Today, cultural institutions all around the country plan special programs and events that celebrate the arts. Find out more at ww.americansforthearts.org.

“The arts and humanities play an important role in our lives year-round.  Now is the chance to recognize and celebrate the positive impact the arts bring to our schools and communities,” says Robert L. Lynch, president and CEO of Americans for the Arts.

Kresge Art Museum and the Michigan State University Museum have several engaging exhibits and programs on tap this month, for students, faculty, staff and the community:

At Kresge Art Museum:
Tools in Motion: Works from the Hechinger Collection, is a traveling exhibition by International Arts & Artists, Washington, D.C., featuring 20th- century art that celebrates repetition and motion in common, everyday tools and hardware.  The exhibit includes 50 witty and light-hearted works based on familiar forms — hammers, saws and wrenches and more — transformed into works of great imaginative power using materials including wood, glass, metal, paper, and stone. Artists featured include Arman, Jim Dine, Claes Oldenburg and Jacob Lawrence.  On exhibit through Nov. 5, 2006.

October Programming for Tools in Motion:
· Friday, Oct. 6, 7 p.m. — MSU Libraries Friday Evening Film Series, MSU Main Library W449. Salt of the Earth, 1954.  Based on an actual strike against the Empire Zinc Mine in New Mexico, this controversial film deals with the prejudice against the Mexican-American workers. Also cited for its pioneering feminism, it was written, directed and produced during the McCarthy era by members of the original “Hollywood Ten,” who were blacklisted for refusing to answer Congressional inquiries on First Amendment grounds.
· Saturday, Oct. 28, 1-3 p.m. - Creative Kids at Kresge, Tool Art
Free art-making program is for children ages 5-12 accompanied by an adult. Families meet at 1 p.m. for an interactive guided tour in the museum and then respond to their viewing experience with a hands-on art making activity. Free, reservations required. Call (517) 353-9834, or see http://www.artmuseum.msu.edu .

At the MSU Museum:
“Lest We Forget” - The Triumph Over Slavery; Worker’s Culture in Two Nations: South Africa and the United States.  This exhibit tells the story of how enslaved Africans reshaped their destinies by creating distinct cultures within their communities, in the midst of cultural, political, economic and social disparity. On exhibit through Mar. 4, 2007

“Worker’s Culture in Two Nations” in conjunction with the MSU School of Labor and Industrial Relations, examines dominant industries in South Africa and in the United States (primarily Michigan) -  and contemporary themes expressed by workers in the mining industry, automobile manufacturing, domestic and women's service, farm and migrant labor, and unions.  Displayed are photos, objects, music, poetry, art and crafts revealing how workers feel — about their work, the workplace, and their work lives.  On exhibit through August, 2007. October Programs at the MSU Museum:

“MISTIC Memories: 50 Years of Computing at MSU,” a new exhibit marking the anniversary of the 50th anniversary of the first electronic computer to be used on MSU’s campus.  When completed, it measured 10 feet high, 11 feet long and 2 feet deep. Along with the eight other pieces of equipment needed to run the computer, it occupied a 25 foot by 30 foot room on the fifth floor of the Electrical Engineering Building (now the Computer Center). MISTIC was in continual use for eight hours a day by members of the Ag Economics, Psychology, Math, Chemistry and Physics departments, and others. The computer’s nickname, MISTIC, stood for Michigan State Integral Computer. On exhibit through March 2007.
 
Friday, Oct. 20, 12:15 p.m., MSU Museum Auditorium —
Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives Brown Bag: “Real and Imagined Brothers and Sisters: Familism, Solidarity, and the Changing UAW.”  Free.  For more details, contact (517) 355-2370 or see http://museum.msu.edu .

“Great Museums” on WKAR-TV
Also during Arts and Humanities Month PBS is airing a new series of special programs on the role of museums in society.  Showing locally on WKAR-TV are “Great Museums” specials, developed in partnership with the American Association of Museums:

Tuesday, Oct. 10, 9 p.m. —
Great Museums: Year of the Museum Special “The Museum of Modern Art: In our Time.” What do the super stars of modern art -- Van Gogh, Matisse, Picasso, Pollock, Warhol -- have in common with the Vincent Black Shadow motorcycle and an Apple iPod? All share the stage at New York’s Museum of Modern Art (MoMA). Here the two big questions are: What makes it modern AND what makes it art? MoMA's scholars along with David Rockefeller (son of MoMA founder Abby Rockefeller) prove that the modern art of any age is not the newest; it's the next.

Tuesday, Oct. 17, 9 p.m. —
Great Museums:  Year of the Museum Special  “Riches, Rivals & Radicals:  100 Years of Museums in America”.  Discover the commanding and charismatic characters whose fervor fueled the 20th-century revolution that changed America’s museums from dusty and elitist to dynamic and democratic! This landmark public television special features museum stories coast to coast and is hosted by Susan Stamberg, award-winning national correspondent.  For more details, see http://www.wkar.org . 
About Kresge Art Museum:
Kresge Art Museum is located in East Lansing, MI, on the first floor of the Kresge Art Center at the intersection of Physics and Auditorium Roads between the Alumni Chapel and the MSU Auditorium on the campus of Michigan State University. The museum is closed during the month of August, but will reopen to the public on Tuesday, September 5. Museum hours are Monday through Friday, 10 to 5 p.m., Thursday until 8 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. For additional information, call (517) 355-7631 or visit www.artmuseum.msu.edu
###

To request additional photos or to schedule an interview with Kresge Art Museum staff, please contact Mariah Cherem at (517) 353-9834 or cheremma@msu.edu 

For additional information on exhibitions or activities at the MSU Museum, please contact Lora Helou at (517) 432-3357 or helou@msu.edu.
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