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EXHIBIT:



Pewabic: A Century of Michigan’s Art Pottery
DATES:



October 22 to December 16, 2005

OPENING RECEPTION:

Sunday, October 23, 2005, 2 to 5 p.m.

LOCATION:


Kresge Art Museum, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI

Pewabic: A Century of Michigan’s Art Pottery

Kresge Art Museum, MSU

EAST LANSING, MICH. – In honor of Michigan State University’s sesquicentennial anniversary in 2005, Kresge Art Museum presents Pewabic: A Century of Michigan’s Art Pottery, an exhibition of approximately 140 pieces of Pewabic Pottery from October 22 through December 16, 2005. The pottery was founded in 1903 by Mary Chase Perry (later Stratton) and her partner, Horace Caulkins, at the height of the Arts and Crafts movement. While the exhibition will explore the 100 years of Pewabic’s history, it focuses specifically on the early years, 1900-1940, and innovative developments of the pottery.

Though little known, MSU played a critical role in Pewabic’s history. In 1965, when the pottery was near insolvency, ownership was transferred to the university, which operated it as part of MSU’s outreach mission until 1981, when a private, nonprofit Pewabic Society was established to oversee the pottery’s operations. Without MSU’s support, the wonderful 1907 Tudor Revival building, now a landmark in Detroit, would have been razed, and the pottery’s legacy would have been lost. In 2003 Pewabic celebrated its 100th anniversary and thrives today as an educational institution and the Midwest’s only historic pottery, creating tiles and vessels, showcasing ceramic artists from around the country, and taking on large commissions such as the tile work at Detroit’s Comerica Park. 

Pewabic: A Century of Michigan’s Art Pottery will show some of the finest pieces produced at Pewabic, including works from the pottery’s collection, Cranbrook Art Museum, The Detroit Institute of Arts, the University of Michigan Museum of Art, Albion College, and several private Michigan collections. Mary Chase Stratton’s early china painting and rare “Revelation” pots will offer examples and perspective on her development as an artist as well as the formation of the pottery. 

The encouragement of collector Charles Freer and his influence on Mary Chase Stratton’s experiments in iridescent glazes will also be explored. William Buck Stratton, her husband and an architect, was active at the Pottery as well. Pewabic: A Century of Michigan’s Art Pottery will bring together for the first time a large selection of his pieces. Whereas Mary focused on glazes, frequently using pots thrown by others, Buck was more attuned to working on the potter’s wheel and producing his own pots. The pottery’s commissions in residences, churches and commercial buildings will also be discussed in an online walking tour of East Lansing and the MSU campus. 

An audio tour will be available in the exhibition. Additional education programs including Pewabic Pottery tile workshops, gallery walks, campus walking tour, and lectures are also planned. A website for the exhibition will be available online at www.artmuseum.msu.edu.  
Kresge Art Museum is located in East Lansing, MI, on the campus of Michigan State University. For additional information call 517/355-7631 or visit www.artmuseum.msu.edu.
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Pewabic Schedule of Events
Wine Tasting and Tour of the Harper House

Friday, October 21, 2005, 6 to 8 p.m., The Harper House in Lansing

Join the Friends of Kresge for wine, refreshments and a unique opportunity to tour the 1929 Harper House, hosted by current owners John Kodeski and Brian Huggler.  Located at 1408 Cambridge Drive, the Harper House is the largest and most lavish Neo-Tudor house in Lansing's Moores and Riverside Homes Subdivision.  As a preview to Pewbic: A Century of Michigan's Art Pottery, guests will explore many of the home's 35 rooms (including bathrooms) which are decorated with Pewabic tile and see exquisite marble, woodcarving, mosaics, murals, as well as an indoor fountain. The wine tasting will be provided courtesy of Brys Estate Vineyard and Winery on Old Mission Peninsula.  Advance registration is required.  Fee: $40 for Friends of Kresge; $50 for general public.

Pewabic Opening Reception and Gallery Walk

Sunday, October 23, 2005, 2 to 5 p.m., Kresge Art Museum
Enjoy refreshments and an ice cream social featuring the MSU sesquicentennial flavor provided by the Friends of Kresge and a Gallery Walk with guest curator, Thomas W. Brunk, at 3 p.m. 
Pewabic Campus Walking Tour

Sunday, October 30, 2005, 1:00 p.m., Meet at The Peoples Church on Grand River 

Join Kresge Art Museum docents for a guided walking tour of Pewabic tile installations on the MSU campus on Sunday, October 30th, at 1 p.m.  Park at The Peoples Church on Grand River Avenue where you will meet your guides.  The tour begins at North Kedzie Hall and concludes with refreshments in the tile-filled People’s Church.  Learn how to distinguish between Pewabic and other pottery tile installations of the period.  Advance registration is requested.  Fee: $5.
Pewabic Gallery Walks

Thursday, November 3, 2005, 12:10 p.m., Kresge Art Musuem
Creating Pewabic Pottery: Techniques and Traditions

Speaker:
Blake Jamison Williams, Asst. Prof., MSU Ceramics Program
Thursday, December 8, 2005, 5:30 p.m., Kresge Art Museum

Pewabic Pottery
Speaker: 
Elizabeth K. Whiting, Kresge Art Museum Curator of Education

Lectures

Tuesday, November 1, 2005, 7 p.m., Room 108 Kresge Art Center
A Brief History of the Arts and Crafts Movement in America and Britain

Speaker: April Kingsley, Kresge Art Museum Curator

Tuesday, November 29, 2005, 7 p.m., Room 108 Kresge Art Center

Arthur Wesley Dow, the Arts and Crafts Movement and Painting with Wooden Blocks

Speaker: Nancy E. Green, Senior Curator, Prints, Drawings and Photographs, Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University

Tuesday, November 15, 2005, 7 p.m., East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbott Road

The Architectural Legacy of Pewabic Pottery

Talk and book signing by Marcy Heller Fisher, author, Fired Magic: Detroit’s Pewabic Pottery Treasures

To register, call the ELPL at 517.351.2420 or visit www.elpl.org for more information.
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Pewabic Pottery Tile Workshops
Saturday, November 19, 2005

Time:
Morning Program, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Place:
Capital Area District Library, 401 S. Capitol Avenue, Lansing

Ages: 
10-years-old and up

Fee:
No charge

Space is limited.  Registration is required.  Please call CADL at 517.367.6363 to register.

Time:
Afternoon Program, 2 to 4 p.m.

Place:
Greater Lansing Potters’ Guild, 8099 Coleman Road, Haslett

Ages: 
Adults only

Fee:
$25 per person

Space is limited.  Registration is required by November 11.  Please call KAM at 517.353.9834 to register.

Two on-site workshops led by staff from Pewabic Pottery will be offered in the community in collaboration with the Greater Lansing Potters’ Guild and Kresge Art Museum.  In each. after a brief history of Pewabic Pttery and the Arts and Crafts movement in Michigan, the Pewabic instructor will guide participants in decorating and glazing a tile that will be fired at the Guild.

# # #

�








Kresge Art Museum      Michigan State University      East Lansing, MI 48824-1119

Telephone: 517/353-9834         Fax: 517/355-6577

http://www.artmuseum.msu.edu

