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EVENT:

PEWABIC WALKING TOUR OF MSU CAMPUS


DATE:

Sunday, October 30, 2005, 1 p.m.


LOCATION:

Start and End at The Peoples Church on Grand River Avenue
Pewabic Campus Walking Tour
Kresge Art Museum, MSU

EAST LANSING, MICH. – In conjunction with the current exhibition Pewabic: A Century of Michigan’s Art Pottery (the MSU sesquicentennial exhibition on view through December 16), Kresge Art Museum is pleased to present a guided walking tour of Pewabic tile installations on the Michigan State University campus on Sunday, October 30 at 1 p.m.  A downloadable self-guided version of the walking tour with images is also available on the museum’s website at www.artmuseum.msu.edu.  Participants in the October 30 guided tour will learn how to distinguish Pewabic from other art pottery of the period, as well as gain rare access into Cowles House, and even the men will enter the MSU Union Women’s Lounge to view the Pewabic tile fireplace.  The tour will end at The Peoples Church where refreshments will be served.
The association between MSU and Pewabic Pottery, founded in Detroit by Mary Chase Perry in 1903, goes back decades before Pewabic was donated to MSU in 1965, with a number of tile commissions in campus buildings. All of these are documented with images in the self-guided walking tour of the MSU campus.  The most elaborate is in Kedzie North, an academic building in the Collegiate Gothic style built in 1926. Pewabic tiles are in decorative shields on the exterior, and on the interior embedded into the cement brick walls of the two story medieval style foyer. Three of the oldest dormitories on the west edge of campus built in 1937 and 1946 contain fireplaces as well as sculptural reliefs that were fired and glazed at Pewabic, providing examples of Pewabic’s different ways of working with clients. Between 1940 and 1952, Pewabic received four additional commissions from MSU, primarily fireplaces, in Shaw Dormitory, the Union and the President’s home, Cowles House.  All of which will be highlighted in the walking tour. 
The cost for the guided tour is $5.  Advance registration is required.  Participants can park at the The Peoples Church on Grand River and meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
Support for the walking tour was provided by the MSU Alumni Association of Mid-Michigan, and assistance was provided by the East Lansing Historical Society and the members of the People’s Church. 
Kresge Art Museum is located in East Lansing, MI, on the campus of Michigan State University. For additional information about this and other programs, call 517-353-9834 or visit www.artmuseum.msu.edu.
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