[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image1.png]A

l
-

KRES GE
A e R o
MUSEUM





News Release
September 29, 2005



     Contact:        Heather Winfield, Events and PR Coordinator

*** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

  
    (517) 353-9834, hbwin@msu.edu

PROGRAM:
History of Photography Lecture Series

SPEAKERS:
Nancy Barr, Robert Frank, The Rouge, and Working Class Culture in Detroit




Howard Bossen, Luke Swank: Modernist Photographer
DATES:

Tuesdays, October 4 (Barr) and October 11, 2005 (Bossen)

FEE:

No charge and open to the public
TIME: 

7:00 p.m.
LOCATION:
Room 108, Kresge Art Center
History of Photography Lecture Series
EAST LANSING, MICH. --- Kresge Art Museum is pleased to announce the presentation of lectures by Nancy Barr on October 4th and Howard Bossen on October 7th, in conjunction with Luke Swank: Modernist Photographer, the retrospective exhibition of the photography of Luke Swank currently on view at Kresge Art Museum through October 16, 2005. 
Throughout the twentieth century, photographers such as Luke Swank and Robert Frank have photographed American industry. On Tuesday, October 4th, Nancy Barr, associate curator of graphic arts for The Detroit Institute of Arts since 1994, will present Robert Frank, the Rouge, and Working Class Culture in Detroit.  In her lecture, Barr will explore Robert Frank's famous series of photographs of Ford Motor Company's River Rouge Plant in Detroit, one of the most elaborate manufacturing complexes in the world. In 1955, the highly influential Robert Frank photographed the Rouge, which he presents as an oppressive, gritty environment crowded with machinery. His images reveal the weary exhaustion of the workers and the endless pace of the production line. Nancy Barr is an adjunct faculty member at the College of Creative Studies.  She has lectured on Robert Frank, Charles Sheeler and many other American photographers, as well as curatoring numerous DIA photography exhibitions.
On Tuesday, October 11th, Howard Bossen, curator of Luke Swank: Modernist Photographer and MSU professor of journalism, will present a lecture describing how, in the 1930s and 1940s, Swank found beauty in the grittiness of the steel industry, transformed mundane household items and industrial parts into interesting abstract forms, examined historical rural architecture, and in his most mature work, described urban life as only a visual poet could.  This is the final lecture series on the history of photography that has taken place since early September.  Also these are the final weeks of the landmark exhibition Luke Swank: Modernist Photographer.

There is no charge to attend the lectures and they are open for all to attend.  For additional information, visit www.artmuseum.msu.edu or call (517) 353-9834.
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